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"Sixty years ago I looked up at that star," my great-grandfather gestured toward a single point of light among
thousands through the station window, "and they laughed at me when I said I'd send a probe there. But look
at what our efforts have wrought, William! Some sixty years from now, the probe we launched today will
send back the first images of Alpha Centauri, another star system…" He trailed off wistfully, the regret in his
voice both palpable and understandable.
While CEO of our family business, Oberon Corporation, my great-grandfather funded the development of
the Herschel 1 probe. Launched today from Earth's moon bound for the Alpha Centauri System four light
years away, the probe contains a transmitter, a state-of-the-art imaging device, and two fusion generators to
power its ion glide drive. Even traveling at speeds just under 10% the speed of light, it will still take sixty
years to get there with an additional four years before final confirmation of its arrival is possible.
At 100, he's seen more scientific and social progress in his life than practically any human ever - excepting
fellow centenarians, of course. When he was born in 1963, a national tragedy gave way to fears that a new
president wouldn't continue to support the U.S. space program - but those fears weren't realized. The notable
achievements of that decade are often referred to as the golden age of space exploration with “great leaps for
mankind” and routine trips into orbit considered “slipping the bonds of Earth.” By the dawn of the 21st
century, entrepreneurs like my great-grandfather were taking the reins away from governments and
launching the corporate space age.
The space elevator that brought my great-grandfather and me 62,000 miles up to Port Earth Station this past
week so that we could watch the launch is but one of the achievements of entrepreneurs like my greatgrandfather. Port Earth Station is effectively an orbiting city - "a new star," as my great-grandfather likes to
say. Some 3,500 scientists, engineers, and marketing-specialists live semi-permanently on the station - and
most of them are employees of Oberon Corporation. Even with rival mineral mining concerns on the moon
and Mars, Oberon Corporation remains by far the solar system's largest supplier of “extra-Earth” minerals
and Helium-3, the primary fuel in fusion power generators - and we intend to keep it that way.
“Our next venture will be the crown jewel of Oberon Corporation - a new settlement we'll call Midsummer
Station. We plan to build this on the Uranian moon of Titania, 1.7 billion miles away. It will be the most
distant human settlement from Earth, with a planned population of roughly 600 people. Water supplies will
be obtained by drilling down to Titania’s water ice mantle. Three Helium-3 collectors deployed in the
atmosphere of Uranus will supply Midsummer Station with all the fuel needed to run its fusion reactors and
power its mining facilities. The twice-per-decade arrival of unmanned shipments of Helium-3 from the
station to Earth will provide a nearly inexhaustible supply of fuel for Earth's own budding fusion reactors. A
practically unlimited supply of clean energy will course through the power relays of Earth and the human
footprint will continue expanding toward the fringes of our solar system and beyond. All of this, the very
future of space exploration, has been made possible by my great-grandfather and the entrepreneurial skill he
showed decades ago.
And what price for all this plenty - the inexhaustible supply of clean energy? As the first to mine the
abundance of Helium-3 on Titania, the price will be what we say it is. And what of governments trying to
tax our profits or trying to regulate Oberon Corporation? Well, mining Helium-3 is expensive and regulation
tends to make it more expensive - so expensive that those governments might not get to enjoy the benefits of
fusion energy as long as their taxes and regulations remain in place.
FPSers, use the six-step problem-solving process to address the implications of Oberon Corporation’s space
expansion in the late 21st century and beyond.
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